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Increasing interest in Paralympic sports

adapted from Perret, 2015
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Aim of the study

• To analyse performance developments for all of 
the women’s T54 track events (from 100m to 
5000m) over the past decade based on world 
rankings



Methods

• World ranking data from 2009 to 2018
(https://www.paralympic.org/athletics/rankings)

• Calculations based on top 8 athletes

• Descriptive statistics



World ranking results 100m
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Fastests times [s] during Paralympic cycle



Slowest and fastest median times [s]



Relative development since 2009 (baseline)
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• Higher increase of long distance race performance 
compared to sprint performance over the last decade

 Increasing popularity of e.g. marathons?

• Peak performance mainly during Paralympic years

 Athlete’s focus and peaking?

• Times of top athletes move closer together

 Competitions become more exciting

• Faster times at Tokyo 2020 can be expected

Conclusion



Thank you for your attention!
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